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Counter-Terrorism Committee 

Executive Directorate (CTED)

• Established by the UN Security Council under its resolution 1535 
(2004) 

• Assisting the SC Counter-Terrorism Committee to monitor, 
facilitate, and promote Member States’ implementation of 
resolutions 1373 (2001), 1624 (2005), 2178 (2014), 2396 (2017) 
and other relevant counter-terrorism resolutions.

• Implementing policy decisions of the Committee

• Conducting expert assessments of each Member State

• Facilitating counter-terrorism technical assistance to countries

• Identifying and assess challenges, gaps, trends, good practices 
and developments



Assessment



Analysis

• Examination of trends

• Aggregation of data

• Expanding the scope of CT 
research beyond national 
borders

• Providing free access to CT 
information

• Publications

• GRN

• Bridges the gap between 
academia and policy making

• Developing Comprehensive 
Integrated CT strategies

• 2015 Madrid Guiding Principles and 
2018 Addendum



Expertise



The United Nations 
CT System



Global Counter-Terrorism 

Strategy

 The Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy forms the basis 
of Counter-Terrorism efforts by General Assembly 
mandated entities

 The Strategy is composed of four pillars:

 Addressing the conditions conducive to the spread of 
terrorism

 Measures to prevent and combat terrorism

 Measures to build states’ capacity to prevent and combat 
terrorism and to strengthen the role of the United Nations 
system in that regard;

 Measures to ensure respect for human rights for all and the 
rule of law as the fundamental basis for the fight against 
terrorism.



UNOCT

 In 2017, Secretary General Antonio Guterres created the 
United Nations Office of Counter Terrorism (UNOCT) in order 
to address the growing threat of transnational violent 
extremism

 UNOCT has five main functions:

 provide leadership on the General Assembly counter-terrorism 
mandates;

 enhance coordination among Global Counter-Terrorism 
Coordination Compact Task Force entities;

 Bolster the delivery of United Nations counter-terrorism 
capacity-building assistance to Member States;

 Improve resource mobilization for United Nations counter-
terrorism efforts; and

 Promote the prioritization of Counter-Terrorism efforts across 
the UN system.



Relationship between UNOCT 

and CTED

 Since the Passage of resolution 2395, CTED and UNOCT 

have significantly enhanced their cooperation with one 

another.  

 CTED and UNOCT work with one another through the 

Global Counter-Terrorism Coordinaiton Compact working 

Groups

 The two entities conduct joint high level visits to high 

risk member states.  

 UNOCT utilizes CTED assessments when designing 

Technical Assistance projects.  



Global Counter-Terrorism 

Coordination Compact 

• Launched in December 2018 by the UN Secretary-General

• The Global Compact is the largest Coordination Framework at 

the United Nations. It is made up of 36 UN entities and two 

non-UN agencies

• The Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination Compact supports 

the implementation of the Global Compact

• The Global Compact is an agreed framework between the SG and 

Heads of United Nations CT Entities

• It aims to strengthen a common action approach to coordination 

and coherence in the CT work of the UN system

• The United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT) 

serves as Secretariat to the Coordination Committee and the 

working groups.



Global Compact Working 

Groups

 The Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination Compact is 

divided into eight working groups, representing a 

thematic area.  

 The Global Compact Working Groups promote 

information sharing, and joint programming in order to 

enhance cooperation and prevent the duplication of UN 

efforts

 Each Working Group is tasked with the implementation 

the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy in a specific 

thematic area.  



Global Compact 

Working Groups



New Advancements, New 

Threats

• Foreign Terrorist Fighters

• ICT

• Drones

• Artificial Intelligence

• CBRN



The Modern Wave of Foreign 
Terrorist Fighters

• Foreign terrorist fighters pose an acute and growing 

threat to international peace and security. 

• Their activities can increase the intensity, duration, 

intractability and unpredictability of conflicts and pose 

a serious threat to their States of origin, the States 

through which they transit and the States to which they 

travel, as well as to States neighboring zones of armed 

conflict in which those fighters are active. 

• Over the past decade, the regions in which foreign 

terrorist fighters are active have witnessed a significant 

increase in violence, insecurity and instability. 



Returning Foreign Terrorist 
Fighters

• Foreign Terrorist Fighters returning to their homes 

present significant long term risks to their home 

countries.  

• By August 2017, the flow of people to Iraq and the 

Syrian Arab Republic had diminished dramatically in 

light of the military efforts against ISIL. 

• In October 2017 it was estimated that over 40,000 

people from more than 110 countries had joined ISIL, 

and that at least 5,600 of them had returned home. 



Madrid Guiding Principles and 

2018 Addendum

 In 2015, The Madrid Guiding Principles were created in 

order to address the threat of Foreign Terrorist Fighters.  

 First, the Principles addressed detection intervention 

and prevention of incitement, recruitment and 

facilitation of FTFs. 

 In 2018, the Madrid Guiding Principles were revisited in 

order to address the growing threat posed by returning 

FTFs, leading to the creation of the 2018 Addendum to 

the Madrid Guiding Principles.  

 The Addendum outlined an additional seventeen good 

practices addressing border security and information 

sharing, and preventing and countering incitement.  



ICT



Drones

• Use in conflict zones

• Potential for disruption

• Potential for use as 

delivery system



CTED’s Response to the 

Emerging Threat of Drones

                              



Q&A



Visit our website

 https://www.un.org/sc/ctc/

https://www.un.org/sc/ctc/

