
Assignment 1. Study the following text and get ready to reproduce it 

observing its structure.  

 

Growing concerns  
 

Growing concerns involve social issues, local community problems and their 

solutions.  

Most people consider crime to be a pressing problem as people shouldn’t be 

made to feel afraid. People say, “Crime and bad lives are the measure of a state’s 

failures”. This is used to say when a country’s policies are successful its people 

will be happy, have good lives and not commit crimes. If a country’s policies are 

not successful, the opposite will happen and by looking at the crime rate we can 

access the success of the state’s policies.  

For others inequality seems to be an urgent issue. Theysay, “What makes 

equality such a difficult subject is that we only want it with our superiors”. That 

means– it is only people who feel they are inferior to someone want to be the same 

as others. Besides, people in good positions would not want to come down a level. 

This raises the problem of inequality which is, by the by, one of the United 

Nations’ main sustainable goals for the year 2030. One must admit that this is an 

extremely complex and difficult subject to consider. For sure, equality is an ideal 

situation but the one which many people feel is totally unreachable because some 

people will always have more ability and power than others. In this case, some 

people will always want to have more and seek equality. Those with more 

willpower don’t want to lose it and drop to a lower level.  

As is seen, there are a number of social, cultural, political, environmental 

issues which are becoming more problematic or a cause of growing worry to 

people. All kinds of discrimination, growing violence, disease, substance abuse are 

a few examples.  

Unemployment is a serious problem these days: someone might have spent 

two or three years at university only to find out that their time and education have 

been wasted because there aren’t enough jobs to go around. Indeed, nowadays 

there are so many people out of work. Though people are ready and willing to 

work. Besides, unemployment also has serious social implications, because it leads 

to poverty, alienation, discrimination and even crime.  

Furthermore, the issues of vandalism and truancy among the young seem 

to be on the increase. More and more schoolchildren of all ages are playing truant 

– missing school or not going at all. A 20 % rise in truancy is a huge increase and 

obviously a cause for concern for all. Is it the school’s fault, the parent’s fault, 

society’s fault?The probable causes of the problem might be the following: 

whether schools provide what children really need. Or whether children who miss 

school all the time might feel there’s no point in getting educated because there are 

no jobs and no future for them. The issue of parental responsibility is also raised by 

many as well as what penalty is suitable for persistent absence from school.  

Interestingly enough, the policy of neigbourhood crime watch implicates 

that those who live locally keep a sharp eye out for any unusual or suspicious 



behavior, and report it to the police. This would suggest that it’s an area where 

there is a lot of crime and that the police on their own aren’t able to keep the crime 

rate down. We do hear in the media that the crime is on the increase, and it’s a 

major cause of concern for ordinary people trying to go about their daily lives.  

Then there’s the problem of acid rains, deforestation, desertification which at 

first seems to be a purely environmental one. But the signs of a close-up of dry 

parched earth, where nothing can grow make us think about drought, famine and 

disease. So the problem becomes political and economic as well, as those nations 

that don’t suffer such terrible natural disasters should help and cooperate in every 

way they can.  

Another growing concern is the problem of homelessness. It is considered to 

be purely urban, as more and more people come to the cities looking for work and 

somewhere to live. The homeless are often seen sleeping rough in the streets and 

carrying all their possessions around with them in a supermarket trolley. Local 

authorities don’t have either the money or the will to build or provide housing 

quickly enough to cope with the influx. More money needs to be spent to alleviate 

the problem of homelessness and that’s the government’s job to create employment 

for its citizens.It’s a growing problem that everyone needs to be aware of and to 

help in any way they can – on a government as well as the individual level.  

What’s more, it’s clear that economic situation in a single country’s 

economy or the global economy can have a profound effect on a local community. 

When a local company or business makes 2000 workers redundant this is a sign of 

the state of affairs being so bad that the company or the business have been forced 

to make such drastic cut-backs to survive. Such situations cause another pressing 

problem which is unemployment.  

There’s also the issue of surveillance which is very personal for everyone. 

Nowadays many people have an impression as if they are being stalked. On the 

whole, the idea that someone is watching us all the time, monitoring our every 

movement seems frightening for everyone. To this end, there are quite a number of 

modern surveillance methods like facerecognitionsoftware, electronic surveillance 

cameras and so on and so forth.To be honest, people don’t like those cameras all 

over the place and are worried that they are going to be everywhere. I for one think 

that the thought of someone knowing people’s every move is really spooky.  

One more problem of today is loneliness, which is typical of a big city for 

those who are retired or don’t have a family. The elderly worry of the fact that they 

are invisible or useless to most people. The majority of the elderly haven’t got 

anyone: all they’ve got are pet animals. Their children, if any, live miles away and 

never come to see them.  

As it becomes clear from the above stated, the issues for growing concerns 

are plentiful and multifaceted. In the opinion of many to resolve these pressing 

problems we need stricter laws, more effective law enforcement, better social 

welfare,efficient education, retraining courses as well as setting up senior citizens’ 

groups of interests and the like to satisfy the very basic needs of every citizen in 

society.  

 


