
Сonducting peacekeeping operations  

 

The issue of peaceful settlement of disputes for the United Nations is not the 

goal, but rather the achievement of a fundamental goal – international security and 

peacekeeping. The UN Charter clearly specifies two functions of the Organization 

in relation to conflict situations: “1) Finds practical solutions for disputing parties 

in conflict situations. 2) Takes measures to cease military conflicts”. 

For consideration of peacekeeping operations The UN Charter sets out three 

main principles that make it possible to consider these operations as an 

independent instrument and to ensure international security and peace. The 

following principles are interrelated and binding: “consent of the parties; 

impartiality; non-use of force, except in self-defence and defence of the mandate, 

and recognizing that the mandate of each peacekeeping mission is specific to the 

need and situation of the country concerned “. 

The first principle is the consent of the parties, which entails that the parties 

to the conflict must give in order to obtain the freedom of action necessary for the 

functioning of the Organization.  

In the absence of consent by the participants of the operation, namely, its 

personnel, are at risk of being involved in the conflict on the side of one of the 

opposing parties, which certainly can lead to the use of coercive measures and, 

thus, to impede fundamental functions of operations aimed at maintaining peace. 

The second principle is impartiality, which entails impartiality towards the 

parties to the conflict and punishment for violation of humanitarian and 

international law, as well as suppression of violating actions of the parties, but 

impartiality is not an action or neutrality. 

And the third principle is non-use of force, except in self-defence and 

defence of the mandate, and recognizing that the mandate of each peacekeeping 

mission is specific to the need and situation of the country concerned. 

However, experience had shown that conducting the operations directed at 

the peacekeeping encounters some key challenges, which are: 

Personnel: this problem is related to the search for and involvement of 

military contingents for rapid response in expanding and evolving operations 

aimed at maintaining peace.  

Military-technical support: the successful implementation of field operations 

requires a dual-use infrastructure. Logistics supply, both for the armed 

peacekeeping contingent, and civilian population. 

Collective action: the problem is that there is no clear interaction between 

the representatives of civilian and military specialists. There is also lack of 

coordination and cooperation between the police and military contingent. 

The rule of law and legitimacy: the UN has included the element of law and 

order as one of the most important components of the planned missions and has 

made important progress in building the necessary capacity to support the activities 

of police, corrections and judicial personnel in ongoing operations. In the case of 

local police losing the confidence of their population, it may be necessary to use 

international temporary forces or conduct a retraining program. In some situations, 



there may be a need for the establishment of a tribunal to protect the rights of 

victims of war crimes or to set up a commission for reconciliation and the 

establishment of truth. 

Restoration of democracy and elections: certain peacekeeping missions were 

instructed to hold elections. For all that, elections are far from a panacea, and the 

UN realized the importance of creating mandatory conditions, as well as achieving 

an optimal level of security and creating legal framework, forming transparent 

process for registering voters; in some cases, a constitution can be adopted, but 

only on the basis of consensus among the most interested parties. 

Security: full security of conditions is necessary while maintaining peace, so 

that there are no obstacles to further peacebuilding and peacemaking.  

It can thus be said that there are many challenges in the way of conducting 

peacekeeping. And every operation needs the support of Coordination Centers, 

specialized groups, operational procedures, and, of course, the constant support of 

the member states of the Organization, because there is no standing army in the 

UN.  

 

 

 
 


