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12. WRITING  

12.1. Consult the guide on essay-writing and write an essay on one of the 

following topics.  

1. Computer has significantly altered social, cultural, political and other aspects of 

human life.  

2. Computer in modern society: pros and cons.  

 

Essay Writing Guide 

Essay writing task aims at finding out how well you can reveal a topic, 

argue your point of view, evaluate evidence and organize your thinking. This 

guide provides general advice about different aspects of writing, such as 

‘structuring an essay’, ‘using key words’, ‘establishing a basic framework’, 

‘identifying and evaluating resources’, ‘paraphrasing’, ‘quoting’, ‘logically 

connecting’.  

1. Any essay should contain an introduction, a body of several paragraphs, 

and a conclusion. Each of these parts has a specific function.  

2. The introduction usually begins generally and then moves to more specific 

details. It should contain your main statement (intent, idea) or outline the 

key points of each of the paragraphs that you will further reveal in the body 

of the essay.  

3. The body is a series of paragraphs that build your argument. Each new 

idea should have its own paragraph. Paragraphs often begin with a topic 

sentence that states the main idea of the paragraph. It needs to be 

supported by evidence and explanation, and followed by a link or a 

comment to the next paragraph. To write the body of the essay follow 

points 4-8 below.  

4. Identify the key words in the essay topic and ensure that you 

understand what you are being asked to do (these may be your active 

vocabulary words and word combinations). Avoid using low-frequency 

vocabulary.  

5. Make sure that you cover the whole topic and do not deviate from it. Think 

about each section separately (these may be the headings of the texts form 

the unit) and break each section into several small questions. 

6. Once you have identified the different parts of an essay topic and 

established a basic framework, it is time you gathered evidence, statistics, 

and other information (reread the texts from the unit, visit an appropriate 

Internet site, or survey a variety of books).  

7. Paraphrasing means restating the words or ideas of a text in your own 
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words using your active vocabulary. This is helpful as you can make the 

ideas from the texts you’ve read fit into your writing style. You may quote 

someone to support your point of view. 

8. Linking parts of your essay together makes your essay coherent and 

cohesive. Linking devices vary according to their position in a sentence, 

frequency and punctuation. Linking devices belong to different 

categories:  

1. Cause: ‘because of’, ‘since’, ‘for’, ‘on account of’, ‘owing to’, ‘thanks 

to’.  

2. Effect: ‘consequently’, ‘that is why’, ‘as a result’, ‘hence’, ‘therefore’.  

3. Sequence: ‘after’, ‘as follows’, ‘consequentially’, ‘in the end’, ‘finally’, 

‘later’.  

4. Addition: ‘in addition’, ‘additionally’, ‘furthermore’, ‘and so on and so 

forth’, ‘apart from’, ‘not to mention’.  

5. Finishing: ‘finally’, ‘in conclusion’, ‘in the end’, ‘all in all’.  

9. The conclusion should summarize your main ideas and restate the main 

statement (intent, idea).  
 
 
 


