
 

International Commission of Jurists 

 

Cambridge Dictionary provides us with a following definition: non-governmental 

organization is an organization that tries to achieve social or political aims but is not 

controlled by a government. 

The International Commission of Jurists was established in 1952 to promote and 

protect human rights through the Rule of Law, by using its unique legal expertise to 

develop and strengthen national and international justice systems. It composed of 60 

eminent judges and lawyers from all regions of the world. The Commission Secretariat is 

located in Geneva (Switzerland) and has national sections in more than 80 countries. 

From 2008 to 2010 it was headed by former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 

and Irish President Mary Robinson, in January 2011 Pedro Nikken was elected president 

of the commission. 

Her merits include the development of a number of important and well-known 

declarations like “The Delhi Declaration”, dedicated to “the rule of law in a free society”. 

The ICJ also initiated the development of the “Body of Principles for the Protection and 

Promotion of Human Rights through Combating Impunity” and “Basic Principles and 

Guidelines for the Legal Protection and Reparation for Victims of Violations of 

International Law and Humanitarian Law”. For its achievements, the International 

Commission of Jurists was awarded the UN Human Rights Prize in 1993 and other 

awards. 

In conclusion, the ICJ is an important institution that promotes the development of 

a mechanism for the protection of human rights in cooperation with UN structures. This 

is possible by combining the experience of its outstanding jurist members, speaking 

independently of their own states. Efforts of the Commission developed progressive 

legislation in the field of Human Rights protection. International forums and conferences 

are also organized with its support. All this puts the Commission indispensable for the 

further effective development of this sphere of law. 

 

The International Commission on Missing Persons  

 

International (intergovernmental) organization is an association of States 

established on the basis of a treaty and in accordance with international law in order to 

achieve specific objectives. 

The International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP) is an 

intergovernmental organization that addresses the issue of persons missing as a result of 

armed conflicts, violations of human rights, and natural disasters. It is headquartered in 

The Hague, The Netherlands. It assists governments in the exhumation of mass graves 

and DNA identification of missing persons, provides support to family associations of 

missing persons, and assists in creating strategies and institutions to search for missing 

persons. 

ICMP was established at the behest of United States President Bill Clinton in 1996 

at the G7 summit in Lyon, France, to confront the issue of persons missing as a result of 

the different conflicts relevant to Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Croatia, and 

the then Federal Republic of Yugoslavia from 1991 to 1995. Kathryne Bomberger is a 

general director of ICMP. ICMP is governed by the ICMP Board of Commissioners, 



which includes the current chairman Thomas Miller, Jim Kimsey, Wim Kok, Alistair 

Burt, Queen Noor of Jordan, Knut Vollebaek, Rolf Ekéus, and Carolina Barco. 

By the end of August 2011, ICMP’s efforts had resulted in DNA-assisted 

identifications of 16,289 individuals from the former Yugoslavia. 

ICMP is best known for its pioneering use of modern DNA techniques to identify 

over 19,000 persons who went missing from different locations and circumstances 

globally. ICMP has developed a forensic data management system (fDMS) to record and 

share information on all aspects of the missing persons’ process. 

ICMP works to secure the co-operation of governments and other authorities in 

locating and identifying persons missing as a result of armed conflicts, other hostilities or 

violations of human rights, and natural disasters. ICMP also supports the work of other 

organizations in their efforts, encourages public involvement in its activities, and 

contributes to the development of appropriate expressions of commemoration and tribute 

to the missing. In addition, ICMP assists governments in meeting their human rights 

obligations toward victims and their surviving family members, as well as building 

institutional capacity that promotes long-term public confidence. 

 

Interpol  

 

An intergovernmental organization or international governmental organization 

(IGO) is an organization composed primarily of sovereign states (referred to as member 

states), or of other intergovernmental organizations. 

Interpol is the world’s largest international police organization, with 192 member 

countries. 

First of all, its role is to enable police around the world to work together to make 

the world a safer place. Moreover, one of its objectives is to ensure that police around the 

world have access to the tools and services necessary to do their jobs effectively. They 

provide targeted training, expert investigative support, relevant data and secure 

communications channels. Each of the member countries maintains a National Central 

Bureau staffed by its own highly trained law enforcement officials. 

The Organization became known as Interpol in 1956, however, originally it was 

International Criminal Police Commission. In the first part of the 20th century, several 

efforts were taken to formalize international police cooperation, but they initially failed. 

Among these efforts were the First International Criminal Police Congress in Monaco in 

1914, and the International Police Conference in New York in 1922. Unfortunately, the 

Monaco Congress failed because it was organized by legal experts and political officials, 

not by police professionals, while the New York Conference failed to attract international 

attention. 

In 1923, a new initiative was taken at the International Criminal Police Congress 

in Vienna, where the International Criminal Police Commission (ICPC) was successfully 

founded as the direct forerunner of Interpol. Founding members included police officials 

from Austria, Germany, Belgium, Poland, China, Egypt, France, Greece, Hungary, Italy, 

the Netherlands, Romania, Sweden, Switzerland, and Yugoslavia. 

It is worth mentioning that Interpol is aimed at facilitating international police 

cooperation even where diplomatic relations do not exist between particular countries. 

Action is taken within the limits of existing laws in different countries and in the spirit of 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Constitution of Interpol prohibits ‘any 

intervention or activities of a political, military, religious or racial character'. 



However, despite its politically neutral stance, some have criticized the agency for 

its role in arrests that critics contend were politically motivated. In the year 2008, the 

office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees pointed to the problem of arrests of 

refugees on the request of Interpol in connection with politically motivated charges. 

Organizations, such as the Open Dialog Foundation, Fair Trials International, 

Centre for Peace Studies, International Consortium of Investigative Journalists indicate 

that non-democratic states use Interpol in order to harass opposition politicians, 

journalists, human rights activists and businessmen. According to them, countries that 

frequently abuse the Interpol system include: China, Russia, Iran, Turkey, Kazakhstan, 

Belarus, Tunisia. 

Nevertheless, in conclusion I would like to once again stress that such a combined 

framework helps police on the ground understand crime trends, analyze information, 

conduct operations and, ultimately, arrest as many criminals as possible. 

 

OSCE - Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

 

The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) is an 

international organization for security. In its region it is concerned with early 

warning, conflict prevention, crisis management and post-conflict rehabilitation. It 

has 55 participating states from Europe, the Mediterranean, the Caucasus, Central 

Asia and North America. 

The decision making bodies of the organization are the Summit, Ministerial 

Council and Senior Council, with the Permanent Council, under the leadership of 

the Chairman-in-Office, who holds the position for one year. For 2005, it was the 

Slovenian Foreign Minister. 

The OSCE headquarters are located in Vienna, Austria. The Organization 

also has offices in Copenhagen, Geneva, the Hague, Prague and Warsaw. 

The OSCE employs close to 440 persons in its various Institutions. In the 

field, the Organization has about 750 international and 2,370 local staff. 

The OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, is the 

oldest OSCE institution, established in 1990. It is based in Warsaw, Poland, and is 

active throughout the OSCE area in the fields of election observation, democratic 

development, human rights, tolerance and non-discrimination, and rule of law. 

The organization was established in 1973 as the Conference for Security and 

Co-operation in Europe (CSCE). Talks had been mooted about a European security 

grouping since the 1950s but the Cold War prevented any substantial progress until 

the talks in Helsinki began in November Д972. These talks were held at the 

suggestion of the Soviet Union which wished to use the talks to maintain its 

control over the communist countries in Eastern Europe. Western Europe, 

however, saw these talks as a way to reduce the tension in the region, furthering 

economic cooperation and obtaining humanitarian improvements for the 

populations of the Communist Bloc. 

The CSCE opened in Helsinki on July 3, 1973 with 35 states sending 

representatives. 

The collapse of Communism required a change of role for the CSCE. The 

Paris Charter for a New Europe which was signed on November 21, 1990 marked 



the beginning of this change. With the changes capped by the re-naming of the 

CSCE to the OSCE on January 1,1995, accordingly to the results of the conference 

held in Budapest, in 1994. 

 

 

 

Questions: 

1. What is the OSCE? 

2. When was the OSCE established? 

3. What were the purposes of the OSCE creation? 

4. How many member states are there in the OSCE? 

  

  

Vocabulary: 

OSCE (the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe) – 

Организация по безопасности и сотрудничеству в Европе 

security – безопасность; надежность 

to concern – касаться, относиться; описывать, говорить; волноваться, 

беспокоиться (about, over) 

to warn – предупреждать; предостерегать; извещать, оповещать 

prevention – предотвращение, предохранение, предупреждение 

rehabilitation – реабилитация, восстановление; оздоровление 

the Mediterranean – Средиземноморье 

the Caucasus – Кавказ 

the Summit – встреча или совещание глав правительств 

Ministerial Council – Совет министров 

Senior Council – Высший совет 

Permanent Council – Перманентный совет 

Chairman-in-Office – председатель 

Foreign Minister – Министр иностранных дел 

Headquarter – штаб-квартира 

to locate – определять место, местонахождение; располагать в 

определенном месте; назначать место (для постройки и т. п.); помещать, 

размещать 

Vienna – г. Вена 

Copenhagen – г. Копенгаген 

Geneva – г. Женева 

the Hague – г. Гаага 

Prague – г. Прага 

Warsaw – г. Варшава 

to employ – держать на службе, иметь в штате; употреблять, применять, 

использовать (in, on, for) 

staff – штат служащих; служебный персонал; личный состав; кадры; 

штаты 

institution – общество, организация, учреждение, ведомство 



to establish – основывать, учреждать; устанавливать, выяснять, 

определять 

election observation – наблюдатели на выборах 

development – развитие, расширение, развертывание, рост; эволюция 

tolerance – терпимость 

non-discrimination – недискриминация, без дискриминации 

rule of law – норма права 

CSCE – Совещание по безопасности и сотрудничеству в Еврое (СБСЕ) 

to moot – ставить вопрос на обсуждение; обсуждать, рассматривать 

the Cold War – «холодная война» 

to prevent – предотвращать, предупреждать; мешать, не допускать; 

оберегать (from – от) 

substantial – крепкий, прочный, солидный; действительный, 

материальный, реальный, реально существующий 

talks – переговоры 

to wish – желать, хотеть; высказать пожелания; пожелать, желать (кому-

л. что-л.); выражать пожелание, надежду 

to maintain – поддерживать, удерживать, сохранять (в состоянии, 

которое имеется на данный момент, особ., в хорошем состоянии); 

обслуживать; содержать в исправности; поддерживать, защищать, отстаивать 

(закон, теорию, мнение и т. п.) 

to reduce – ослаблять, понижать, сокращать, уменьшать 

tension – напряжение, напряженное состояние, напряженность (тж. об 

интеллектуальной, нервной деятельности и т. д.); натянутость, 

неестественность, неловкость (ситуации и т. п.) 

to further – продвигать; поддерживать, содействовать, способствовать 

to obtain – получать; добывать; приобретать 

improvement – улучшение, усовершенствование; исправление; развитие 

(on, over, upon) 

collapse – обвал, разрушение; крушение, крах; провал 

to require – приказывать, требовать; нуждаться (в чём-л.); требовать 

(чего-л.) 

to cap – перекрыть, перещеголять; перейти все границы; хватить 

лишнего; быть выше чьего-л. понимания; завершать, вершить; завершаться 

(часто прямо не переводится) 

accordingly – соответственно; так, таким образом; следовательно  

to sign – подписывать(ся), ставить подпись 
 


