
 
Terrorism: questions for discussion 

 
 
1. What is the definition of terrorism? 
2. What are the most notorious terrorist organizations? 
3. What is the primary aim of terrorists? 
4. What do forms of a terrorist attack depend on? 
5. How do the effects of terrorism vary? 
6. What are the most effective means of frustrating terrorist activity? 
7. How does modern terrorism differ from that of the past? 
8. What magnifies the public impact of terrorism? 
9. Discuss the concept of jihad in Islam. How can we act upon it in the present world scenario? 
10.  Suicide terrorism seems to be on the increase nowadays. Are suicide bombers cowardly or 

brave? 
11.  Is there a linkage between radicalism and economic deprivation? 
12.  Do you agree that terrorism and organized crime are related phenomena? 
13.   Where do terrorists get their funding? 
14.  How does globalization relate to terrorism? 
15.  What do you think about the right to use armed force to fight international terrorism? 
16.  Some terrorist methods have been used since earliest times. What examples of practicing terror 

in ancient history do you remember? 
17.  What historical personality or organization used terror to punish religious heresy; to encourage 

revolutionary virtue; to intimidate supporters of Reconstruction? 
18.   What political movement was directed to assassinating persons in positions of power to provide 

political or social changes? 
19.  What totalitarian regimes adopted terrorism as a state policy? 
20.  Develop a profile of a typical terrorist belonging to one of the most prominent terrorist group of 

the 21st century.  
21.  What is the difference between domestic terrorism and international terrorism? 
22.  Can international terrorism be considered as a modern form of warfare? 
23.  How do acts of terrorism in a country’s territory influence its international image and economic 

situation (foreign investment rate, tourism, etc.)? 
24.  The latest threat from the front of terrorism is posed by cyber terrorists. What is the negative 

effect of cyber terrorism? 
25.  Comment upon the following: “One person’s freedom fighter is another‘s terrorist”. Can 

terrorism ever be justified? 
26.  As long as many terrorist acts are perpetrated by Islamist fundamentalists, there is a very strong 

anti-Muslim sentiment in the West. Is it justifiable? 
27.  Why does terrorism continue to attract followers and practitioners around the world? 
28.  There is an opinion that we are entering into the age of terrorism where nations are extremely 

vulnerable to terrorist attacks. Do you agree with that? 
29.  What specific types of responses to terrorism do you know? 
30.  Describe the activities of the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear terrorism (GICNT), the United 

Nations Counter Terrorism Committee (CTC) and other international organizations in the 
counterterrorism arena.  

 
 
 
 


