
Unit II. Elections 

1. Focus on Vocabulary  
 

1.1. Explain the meaning of the following words and expressions. 
 

incumbent, impeachment, constituency, to rig an election, contested nomination, suffrage, 

electoral college 

 

1.2. Paraphrase the following expressions, using different glossary items. 
 

 to get the vote, to vote, a heavy poll, electoral district, to get 60.000 votes 

 

1.3. Read the article below and decide which phrase from the box best fits 
each space. 
 

opinion polls; shift allegiance; dissolve Parliament; overall vote of no confidence; general 

election; vote with 

 

Tories Face Test on Cow Disease 

LONDON – Britain’s Conservative government will face a tough day in Parliament on 

Monday, when the house votes on a motion of no confidence in Agriculture Minister 

Douglas Hogg over his handling of the crisis over bovine spongiform encephalopathy, or 

“mad cow” disease. 

If it loses, the government could face an immediate … . If this, too, were successful, 

Prime Minister John Major would be forced to … and call a … immediately. Mr. Major 

currently has until May 1 to call the election, which according to the latest … would be won 

comfortably by the opposition Labour Party.  

The vote will be tough for the Conservatives, who no longer have a majority in the 

House of Commons. Its outcome will effectively be decided by the nine MPs from the Ulster 

Unionist Party. They have traditionally … the Conservatives, but the mad cow issue is a 

sensitive one for them, and they may choose to … . 

 

1.4. Piece the phrases together to make complete stories. 
 

1) election due in September, in their last party conference, Germany's ruling Social 

Democrats, a strong show of confidence, Gerhard Schroeder, gave the chancellor, before the 

general.  

2) prominent Turks, Bulent Ecevit, said that, because of his ill-health, a growing number of, 

should step down, their prime minister.  

3) of France’s general election, opinion polls, in the first of two rounds, for the centre-right, 

suggested a victory.   

4) to stay in power, President Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali, of the votes in a referendum, 

designed to allow him, for a fourth term in 2004, and a fifth in 2009, in Tunisia, claimed to 

have won more than 99%. 



5) Jean Chretien, increasing speculation that, lost two safe seats in, might announce his 

retirement before the end of the year, the ruling Liberal party, by-elections in Canada, the 

prime minister.  

6) without bloodshed, a high turnout and, was held with, an election in Sierra Leone.  Ahmed 

Tejan Kabbah, to win, the presidency, was expected, the incumbent.  

 

1.5. Explain the italicised parts of the following sentences. 
 

1. The decision to advance the date for presidential elections in Kazakhstan by two years 

gave little time for potential candidates to organize electoral campaigns. 

2. To win a majority in the House of Representatives the Democrats need to attract votes 

on a wide basis. 

3. Some of the people, elected as Democrats to state and national offices could be 

considered as being, on a left/right scale, more to the right than their Republican 

opponents. 

4. The day before Algeria’s ground-breaking election of a civilian president all the 

candidates but one withdrew. They said the army was manipulating the result in favour 

of  Abdelaziz Bouteflika, the one remaining candidate, by rigging the pre-election army 

and police ballots. 

5. Turkey’s top court refused to ban the only Kurdish party running in a general election. 

6. One interesting phenomenon is the voting intentions of women. Forecasts show that the 

number who are going to vote for the Socialist Party is rising. 

7. Popular support for the old Communist Party is strong in the run-up to the election. 

8. Mexico’s ruling party announced that it would hold an open primary election in 

November to choose its presidential candidate, breaking a long tradition in which 

incumbent Mexican presidents have chosen their successors. 

9. In a referendum notable for a low turnout, voters in Guatemala rejected 50 proposed 

reforms aimed at giving rights to indigenous people and curbing the security forces. 

Proponents saw this as a setback for the peace process. 

10. More than 90% of Italians who voted in a referendum called for an end to proportional 

representation for choosing members of parliament, but a shade less than 50% of 

registered voters turned out, so the result was invalid. No prospect, therefore, of 

electoral reform. 

11. Russia's Kremlin-backed Unity party, only three months old, became the second largest 

in the Duma, the lower house of parliament, after a general election. The Communists 

won most votes, without gaining ground. The prime minister, Vladimir Putin, who 

should be able to co-operate better with the new parliament, looks well set to bid for the 

presidency in the summer. 

 

1.6. Translate the following sentences paying special attention to the italicised 
words. 
 

1. A ballot on self-rule for East Timor was again postponed until august 30
th
, because of 

security concerns. 

2. Senator Bob smith of New Hampshire, who was seeking the Republican nomination to 

the presidency, abandoned his party to run as an independent. 



3. Yuri Luzhkov, Moscow’s mayor, who is a leading contender for Russia’s presidency, 

said he would back the candidacy of Yevgeny Primakov if he were to run too. 

4. Abdelaziz Bouteflika was sworn in As Algeria’s new president.  

5. Opinion polls confirmed the likelihood of first-round re-election on October 4
th
 for 

Brazil’s president Fernando Henrique Cardoso. 

6. Ukraine’s Communist Party and its allies won the biggest share of seats in a general 

election. That may stymie reforms planned by President Leonid Kuchma. 

7. Robert Kocharian was elected president of Armenia amid allegations of electoral fraud. 

8. India’s new coalition government survived its first vote of confidence on Parliament 

with a majority of 13.  

9. In Niger, where a coup in April has installed a military government, a referendum 

brought a low turnout of just 30% but a vote in favour of power-sharing between the 

army and civilians. 

10. The ruling left-of-centre Social Democrats led by Goran Person won Sweden’s general 

election, but with the lowest share of votes for 40 years. The ex-communist Left Party, 

which doubled its vote to 12%, may help them form a government in return for more 

spending on welfare and a referendum on joining Europe’s single currency. 

 

2. Focus on Texts 
2.1. Read the article and complete the exercises that follow. 
 

Elections to Parliament  
The Electoral System  

Each of the 659 Members of Parliament, or MPs, in the House of Commons represents a 

particular part of the United Kingdom called a constituency. The country is divided into areas 

of roughly equal population (about 90 000 people). Cities have several constituencies. MPs 

are expected to be interested in the affairs of their community and to represent the interests of 

local people, their constituents, in Parliament. Many hold regular surgeries, sessions at which 

they are available for local people to talk to them. People may also write to their MPs if they 

want to protest about something.  

Anyone who wants to become an MP must be elected by the people of a constituency. 

Before an election one person is chosen by each of the main political parties to stand for 

election in each constituency. People usually vote for the candidate who belongs to the party 

they support, rather than because of his or her personal qualities or opinions. Only the 

candidate who gets the most votes in each constituency is elected. This system is called first 

past the post.  

In a general election, when elections are held in all constituencies, the winning party, 

which forms the next government, is the one that wins most seats in Parliament, even though 

it may have received fewer votes overall than the opposition parties. A proposal that Britain 

should use a system of proportional representation, whereby seats in Parliament would be 

allocated according to the total number of votes cast for each party, has been put forward on 

various occasions.  

General Elections 

By law, a general election must take place every five years. The government decides 

when to hold an election, and the Prime Minister may decide to go to the country earlier than 

is legally necessary if there seems to be a good chance of winning.  



General elections are always held on Thursdays. After the date has been fixed, anyone 

who wants to stand for Parliament has to leave a deposit of £500 with the Returning Officer, 

the person in each constituency responsible for managing the election. The local offices of 

the major offices pay the deposit for their own candidates. If a candidate wins more than 5% 

of the votes, he or she gets the deposit back. Otherwise candidates lose their deposit. This is 

intended to stop people who do not seriously want to be MPs from taking part in the election. 

Sometimes people who feel very strongly about an issue, e.g. protecting the lives of unborn 

babies, become candidates and campaign specifically about that issue. A few people become 

candidates for a joke, especially in the constituency which the Prime Minister is defending, 

because they know they will get a lot of publicity.  

Before an election takes place candidates campaign for support in the constituency. The 

amount of money that candidates are allowed to spend on their campaign is strictly limited. 

Leading members of the government and the opposition parties travel throughout the country 

addressing meetings and “meeting the people”, especially in marginals, constituencies where 

only a slight shift of opinion would change the outcome of the voting. Local party workers 

spend their time canvassing, going from house to house to ask people about how they intend 

to vote. At national level the parties spend a lot of money on advertising and media coverage. 

They cannot buy television time: each party is allowed a number of strictly timed party 

political broadcasts. Each also holds a daily televised news conference.  

By-elections 

If an MP dies or retires, a by-election is held in the constituency which he or she 

represented. By-elections are closely watched by the media as they are thought to indicate the 

current state of public opinion and the government’s popularity.  

Voting 

Anyone over the age of 18 has the right to vote at elections, provided that they are on the 

electoral register. This is a list of all the adults living in a constituency. A new, revised list is 

compiled each year. Copies are available for people to look at in local public libraries. Voting 

is not compulsory but the turnout at general elections is usually high, about 75%.  

About a week in advance of an election everyone on the electoral register receives a 

polling card. This tells them where their polling station is. One the day of the election, 

polling day, voters go to the polling station and are given a ballot paper. This lists the names 

of all the candidates for that constituency, together with the names of the parties they 

represent. Each voter then goes into a polling booth where nobody can see what they are 

writing, and puts a cross next to the name of one candidate only, the one they want to elect. 

Polling stations, often local schools or church halls, are open from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. to give 

everyone an opportunity to vote. During a general election, people leaving the polling station 

may be asked by professional analysts called pollsters how they voted. Similar exit polls 

taken all over the country are used to predict the overall election result.  

After the polls close, the ballot papers from all the polling stations in a constituency are 

taken to a central place to be counted. In most constituencies counting takes place the same 

evening, continuing for as long as necessary through the night. If the number of votes for two 

candidates is very close, the candidates may demand a recount. Several recounts may take 

place until all the candidates are satisfied that the count is accurate. Finally, the Returning 

Officer makes a public announcement giving the number of votes cast for each candidate and 

declaring the winner to be the MP for the constituency. On general election night, television 

and radio keep everyone informed of the results throughout Britain and make predictions 

about the overall result and the size of the winning party’s majority in Parliament. 
 



Oxford Guide to British and American Culture. 1999 

 

2.2. Explain the meaning of the following word combinations in English. 
 
to stand for election; a system of proportional representation; go to the country; canvassing; 

marginals; televised news conference; electoral register; exit polls; recount  

 

2.3. Find the words or word-combinations which collocate with the following. 
 
election, seat, vote, party, campaign, voting, ballot  

 

 
2.4. Questions and points for discussion. 
 

1. What does it take to become an MP? 

2. Why is the British electoral system referred to as “first past the post”? 

3. Does a winning party need to receive an absolute majority of votes in elections? 

4. Which electoral system is fairer: the one the British have in place or a system of 

proportional representation? 

5. Why does an individual willing to stand for Parliament has to leave a deposit with the 

Returning Officer? 

6. Why are by-elections closely watched by the media? 

7. What is the purpose of exit polls? 

8. What are the functions of the Returning Officer? 

9. What do you think elections in Belarus and UK have in common?  

 

2.5. Read the article and complete the exercises that follow. 
 

Electoral shock 
On October 10 it will be 100 years since Emmeline Pankhurst founded the Women's 

Social and Political Union, determined to win the battle for the vote. Just 15 years later, 

British women had the suffrage for which they had shouted and sung and starved and 

marched.  

But there is one country left where women are still engaged in that struggle. Only in 

Kuwait are women specifically still denied the vote. Only there are women in the demeaning 

situation of living where there is at least partial democracy – a national assembly elected by 

popular vote – but the vote is solely male.  

"This is unique," says Fatima al-Abdali, a journalist and environmental engineer in 

Kuwait. "Even in Bahrain, in Qatar, in Oman, women can vote. We have had a democracy 

for 40 years, but still women don't have this right." It seems all the more ironic because 

women in Kuwait are taking up directly appointed political posts, including that of 

ambassador and deputy secretary in the ministry of higher education.  

Ever since Kuwait decided to start elections for the national assembly in 1962, women 

have been lobbying for their rights, and over the past decade the campaign has grown in 

urgency. Women in Kuwait are now no strangers to street protests. In a country of only 2 

million people, activists have managed to call out more than 1000 women on 



demonstrations. They have also brought legal cases to the highest courts, suing the minister 

of the interior or the speaker of parliament for failing to register their votes.  

"We invade the registration centres, and then we file cases because they don't allow us 

in," explains Zainab al-Harbi, a leader of the main organisation that campaigns for women's 

suffrage, the Women's Cultural and Social Society. All the cases so far have failed, but one is 

still pending in the constitutional court. Mock ballots have also been staged – the last during 

the elections three months ago – in which fake polling booths are set up so that hundreds of 

women can place votes for real candidates.  

After the invasion of Kuwait in 1990, women thought that they would get the vote on 

the rise of patriotic feeling that came their way because of the much-admired part they 

played in the resistance to the Iraqi occupation. And indeed, the invasion did seem to help to 

change popular feeling about women's suffrage, just as the first world war is credited with 

having changed feelings about women's suffrage in Britain.  

But men's goodwill towards women's political enfranchisement, even for patriotic 

reasons, can never be taken for granted, and a bill to give women the vote in 1992 was 

defeated in parliament. A vote in 1999 was the closest yet – the suffrage bill was defeated by 

only two votes. Dr Ebtehal Ahmad, a lecturer in literature at Kuwait University, says: "I 

cried like a baby when the proposal was thrown out the last time."  

Suffragettes in Britain found that, long after they felt they had won all the arguments, 

the vote was being used as a bargaining chip in the games of politics. This is exactly what is 

happening to Kuwaiti women. The government is headed by the Sabah family, but laws must 

be approved by the national assembly. The emir, Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmed al-Jaber al-Sabah, 

keeps promising support for a suffrage bill, but his ministers keep failing to push it through. 

The national assembly is divided – 21 of the 50 members are identified by observers as 

Islamists, 14 as government supporters, three as liberals, and 12 as non-partisans. In such a 

finely balanced situation, the government is clearly reluctant to push a controversial measure.  

Yet given the vibrancy and justice of their campaign, why don't we hear more about the 

struggle of the women of Kuwait? Many women in the West seem to believe that it isn't a 

great idea to be too vociferous in support of women's rights in Muslim countries, in case we 

should be seen to be interfering in a culture that we don't understand. But the women 

activists in Kuwait see their situation as something created not by their religion, but simply 

by the same patriarchal chauvinism that has dogged women in all cultures and all times. 

"When they say to us, it is not in Islam that women should have political rights, we say, what 

about Jordan, what about Turkey, what about Iran, what about Egypt? Aren't the women 

there Muslim, and don't they vote?" says Abdali.  

Indeed, women got the vote in Jordan in 1974, and in Iran in 1963, Egypt in 1956 and 

Turkey 1930 - just two years after women in the UK.  

Abdali believes international pressure and support is essential for their cause. But Harbi 

is fiercely proud of the ability of Kuwaiti women alone to achieve their goals. "We don't 

need others to help. We don't have a problem campaigning and lobbying for our rights," she 

says. Still, even she believes that exposure of her government to international media interest 

and pressure from other governments would only help.  

Although they are yet to get the vote, women in Kuwait are in other ways quite 

liberated. They have long enjoyed the right to education – more than 70% of university 

graduates are now women, and Abdali says proudly, "It is impossible to find an illiterate 

Kuwaiti woman." They have complete freedom of dress and movement, so they can walk 



down the streets in a veil or jeans, and they can drive and travel without men giving them 

permission, which is certainly not the case in neighbouring Saudi Arabia.  

So the situation of Kuwaiti women, in its contradictory mixture of growing power and 

continued powerlessness, is not so different from other cultures. This idea that there is no 

fundamental separation between the feminist movements of different countries is dear to 

most of the Kuwaiti women I spoke to. "Women can learn from each other all over the 

world," says Dr Ahmad. "There are some cultural differences, but the feminist movement is 

always at core very similar. Every country goes through bad patches with regard to women's 

rights. Look at your own culture – there was a time when women were burned as witches."  

· New Zealand was the first country to give women the vote – in 1893.  

· Three countries deny both men and women a vote: Brunei, Saudi Arabia and the 

United Arab Emirates.  

· In the US, native Americans who lived on reservations were not granted the right to 

vote until 1924, four years after other US women.  

· Puerto Rican women did not win suffrage until 1929, when it was granted only to 

"literate women". They won universal suffrage in 1935.  

· In Australia, white women won the vote in 1902. Aboriginal women, and men, had to 

wait until 1967, when they were granted full citizenship.  

· In South Africa, white women won the vote in 1931, Indian and "coloured" women in 

1984, and black women in 1994.  

· In Denmark, men and women were both given the vote in 1915.  

· France saw a gap of 96 years between male and female suffrage. Men got the vote in 

1848 and women in 1944.  

· Swiss women were only allowed in voting booths in 1971.  

· Bahrain is the most recent country to give women the vote – in 2001. 
 

Economist. 2002. 4 September.  

 

2.6. Find words or word-combinations which mean the same. 
 
suffrage (2 words); parliament; political offices; movement for women’s rights   

 

2.7. Explain the following phrases and translate them into Russian. 
 
to elect a national assembly by popular vote; to lobby for one’s rights; mock ballots; fake 

polling booths; a bill was defeated in Parliament; suffragettes; suffrage bill; international 

pressure 

 

2.8. Questions and points for discussion. 
 
1. What facts do you find surprising? Why? 

2. What factors may become instrumental in giving women the vote? 

3. How do the women in Kuwait fight for their voting rights? Which of the measures 

mentioned do you find effective, ineffective, ridiculous? 

4. How do you feel about religion serving as justification for denying some people 

something (e.g. political rights)? 

5. Do you think international pressure would be a positive influence on the situation in 

Kuwait? What forms might it take?  



 
2.9. Read the article and complete the exercises that follow. 

 

Busting Turkey’s  grey male monopoly 

As Turkey prepares to go the polls on April 18
th

, a record number of women candidates 

– for both parliament and local councils – is adding a touch of colour to an otherwise drab 

electoral canvas. Take Demet Demir, who is standing in Istanbul’s bohemian Beyoglu 

district. She feels perfectly equipped to operate in the male-dominated world of Turkish 

politics. Well, yes: she was once a chap herself – until she had an operation to change sex a 

few years ago. 

Then there is Merve Kavakci, a sleek Texas-educated computer engineer, one of 17 

female candidates running for parliament on the Islamist Virtue Party’s ticket. By fielding 

such women, Virtue hopes to look modern – and avoid the fate of its predecessor, Welfare, 

banned last year on the charge of trying to impose Islamic rule on Turkey. But modernity has 

its limits. Ms Kavakci dutifully wears an Islamic-style headscarf – proof, say Turkey’s 

military-led secular purists, that she is a religious radical. 

Ms Kavakci argues that he scarf is a mere token of her faith, not her politics, which are 

determinedly feminist. Turkey’s election watchdog, The Higher Election Board, disagrees. It 

has ruled that no woman candidate who covers her head may appear on television. But Ms 

Kavakci and a fellow candidate, Aysenur Tekdal, are likely to win seats. What happens when 

the pair turn up wearing scarves for the parliamentary swearing in? 

Down in Turkey’s largely Kurdish south-eats, another glamorous woman is stirring 

hearts and minds. Ferda Cilalioglu Cemiloglu wants to be mayor of Diyarbakir, the jewel in 

the Kurdish municipal crown. Running for the Republican People’s Party, which sticks 

firmly to the secular tenets of modern Turkey’s founder, Kemal Ataturk, she stands little 

chance against the main pro-Kurd party. 

And what of Tansu Ciller, Turkey’s first woman prime minister and leader of the 

conservative True Path Party? Since she defied the generals to form a ruling coalition with 

the Islamists in 1996, after previously presenting herself as Turkey’s secular Joan of Arc, her 

reputation in most Turkish eyes has slumped. These days, in an effort to snatch votes from 

Virtue, she declares herself “Islam’s only true defender”. 

Though he would have scowled at some of their headgear, Ataturk would probably have 

been proud of these women. After all, he it was who gave women the vote in 1934; a year 

later, 18 of them were in parliament. Oddly, their number has since been falling. The trend 

may now go the other way. Some 30 Turkish women are tipped to win seats. 
Economist. 1999. 14 April.  

2.10. Translate the following word combinations into English. 
 

Принять участие в голосовании; участвовать в парламентских выборах по партийному 

списку; выдвигать кандидатов-женщин; комитет по наблюдению за выборами; 

приведение к присяге (при вступлении в должность); баллотироваться от какой-либо 

партии; сформировать правящую коалицию; предоставить женщинам право 

участвовать в избирательном процессе. 

 
2.11. Questions and points for discussion. 
 

1. Why is the election referred to as “drab electoral canvas”? 



2. Women running for a seat in the parliament or any other government body are career-

minded upstarts. Do you agree? 

3. Do you agree that the reason why Tansu Ciller’s reputation has slumped in most 

Turkish eyes is her failure to act in accordance with her election promises? Why do you 

think the author ironically labels Ciller as Turkey’s secular Joan of Arc? What idea is 

implied? 

4. Is it true that men never vote for female candidates? Why (not)? 

5. The female-dominated world would be a brighter place to live in. Do you agree?   

 

2.12. Read the article and complete the exercises that follow. 

“Uninspired” French go the polls 

There is concern in France that voter apathy could give Jean-Marie Le Pen's National 

Front influence in the National Assembly. 

 The polls have opened as the nation decides who will fill the 577 seats in the 

Parliament's lower house. Four hours after the polls opened 19.7% of eligible voters had cast 

ballots, compared with 22.7% at the same time in the first round in 1997. 

 Many fear Mr Le Pen's party could force the mainstream right or left candidates to 

strike deals with the party in order to win in the second round. If no single candidate wins 

more than half of the votes in a district, a second-round will be scheduled. There were an 

average of over 14 candidates per region suggesting that votes could be widely dispersed. 

But the media is predicting apathy might set in again, especially after the emotional 

presidential race only a month ago.  

Many are also distracted by the World Cup performance of Les Bleus rather than on 

politics. "I'm hoping people will turn out massively today like they did in the second round 

of the presidential race, but I'm afraid people have short memories," said voter Patricia 

Dardaine, 33. "I think the Front should be able to appear as the first party of France," Le Pen 

told reporters at a polling station in Paris. "In any case, it's the grace that I wish for us and for 

France." But President Jacques Chirac's conservatives have been boosted by recent opinion 

polls showing they are likely to win a majority of the 577 seats in the National Assembly. 

The Socialists have been struggling ever since Lionel Jospin, the former prime minister, quit 

politics after his loss to Le Pen in the first round of the presidential race. 
Ananova.com,  9th June 2002 

 

2.13. Translate the following word combinations into Russian and Belarusian. 
 

участвовать в выборах; лицо, имеющее право голосовать на выборах; первый тур 

(голосования); президентская кампания; избирательный участок; опрос общественного 

мнения; уйти из политики; поражение от кого-либо.  

 

2.14. Points for discussion. 
 

1. What is behind voter apathy? Can it jeopardize national security or affect the state and 

the people in any other adverse way? 

2. What do politicians usually tell reporters at the polling station? Why?  

3. What role do you think opinion polls play? 
 



3. Focus on Rendering and Translation 
 
3.1. Render into English the following brief news items. 
 

1. Если бы выборы в Государственную думу состоялись в ближайшее воскресенье, 

то к избирательным урнам пришли бы лишь 45 % россиян, имеющих право 

голоса. Такой прогноз Интерфаксу дали 29 сентября эксперты Всероссийского 

центра изучения общественного мнения по итогам предварительного опроса 1600 

респондентов, проведенного в конце сентября. При этом, согласно результатам 

опроса, почти треть голосов – 32% -- на выборах в конце сентября получила бы 

КПРФ Геннадия Зюганова. За блок «Отечество – вся Россия» Евгения Примакова, 

Юрия Лужкова и Владимира Яковлева проголосовали бы 22% избирателей. 

«Яблоко» Григория Явлинского, Сергея Степашина и Владимира Лукина может 

рассчитывать на 12% голосов избирателей. 
Известия. 1999. 30 сентября.  

2. Выборы губернатора Приморья состоятся 19 декабря. Такое решение принято на 

заседании краевой думы 29 сентября. Однако часть депутатского корпуса, 

находящаяся в оппозиции к нынешнему главе администрации края, не согласна с 

этой датой, так как считает, что итоги голосования могут быть впоследствии 

оспорены, поскольку полномочия Евгения Наздратенко, по их мнению, истекают 

только 27 декабря, в день, когда он четыре года назад принимал присягу. 

Голосование в соответствии с законом о выборах губернатора пройдет в два этапа 

в том случае, если в первом туре ни один из кандидатов не наберет больше 35 % 

голосов. 
Известия. 1999. 30 сентября.  

3. Докладчики от комитета по мониторингу Парламентской ассамблеи Совета 

Европы (ПАСЕ) пришли к выводу, что президентская кампания на Украине «пока 

не является полностью открытой и честной». Об этом заявила докладчик по 

Украине от ПАСЕ Анна Северинсен в среду в ходе встречи с председателем 

Верховной рады Александром Ткаченко, передает Интерфакс. По словам Анны 

Северинсен, об этом, в частности, свидетельствуют сообщения об угрозах в адрес 

ряда кандидатов в президенты и журналистов, а также вмешательство 

административных структур в избирательный процесс. А. Северинсен выразила 

надежду, что отчет докладчиков «пойдет на пользу» Украине и президент страны 

примет меры для изменения ситуации к лучшему. 
Известия. 1999. 5 сентября.  

4. 209-й избирательный округ Санкт-Петербурга обещает стать местом громких 

предвыборных баталий. Именно в этом округе в Госдуму намерены 

баллотироваться не только нынешний спикер Геннадий Селезнев и экс-премьер 

Степашин. Заявил о таком же намерении и Дмитрий Якубовский, отбывший 

наказание за кражу раритетов из Российской национальной библиотеки, а теперь 

занимающийся адвокатской практикой. В избирательной кампании в том округе 

хочет участвовать и Юрий Шутов, находящийся ныне в следственном изоляторе 

по подозрению в организации банды, совершившей ряд тяжких преступлений. 
Известия. 1999. 30 сентября.  

5. Бюро по демократическим институтам и правам человека ОБСЕ приняло в среду 

решение направить в Чечню небольшую группу специалистов для наблюдения за 

проведением референдума. Наблюдатели ОБСЕ планируют посетить 



избирательные участки как в Грозном, так и в лагерях для чеченских беженцев в 

Ингушетии. Помимо ОБСЕ, своих наблюдателей на выборы направят Лига 

арабских государств и "Исламская конференция". 
   Известия. 2003. 21 марта.  

 
3.2. Render the following article into English. 
 

Казахстан: на выборах все определят колеблющиеся 
 

Выборы в нижнюю палату парламента пройдут по всей стране 10 октября. 

Минувшая неделя ознаменовалась новым союзом. Лидирующая в рейтингах 

социологических опросов партия «Отан» («Отчизна») заявила о вступлении в альянс с 

Агропромышленным союзом – одной из самых влиятельных структур в сельской 

местности. Исполняющий обязанности председателя партии «Отан» Сергей 

Терещенко и президент Агропромышленного союза Кошкинбай Жанатов 

договорились о разработке совместной долгосрочной программы действий. 

Новый альянс дает преимущества обоим политическим объединениям. 

Агропромышленный союз только недавно прошел перерегистрацию и поэтому не 

успевает выдвинуть своих кандидатов ни в одномандатных округах, ни по партийным 

спискам. Таким образом, поддержав кандидатов партии «Отан», союз получит взамен 

возможность лоббировать интересы агропромышленного комплекса в будущем 

парламенте. Что же касается отановцев, то при поддержке Агропромышленного союза 

они смогут успешно бороться и в сельских округах против Аграрной партии, 

претендующей на то, что именно она отражает интересы села.  

Опросы общественного мнения показывают, что за Аграрную партию готовы 

голосовать примерно 4% избирателей. Этого явно недостаточно для того, чтобы войти 

в парламент по партийным спискам, но не исключено, что партии удастся избрать 

нескольких кандидатов в одномандатных округах.  

Что же касается отношения избирателей к другим политическим объединениям, 

то на сегодняшний день явных лидеров двое: все та же пропрезидентская  партия 

«Отан» — за нее готовы голосовать 23% избирателей — и Компартия, в симпатиях к 

которой признаются 20% респондентов. Третье и четвертое места с небольшим 

отрывом делят Демократическая партия «Азамат» — 16% и Гражданская партия 

Казахстана — 14%. Эти данные были получены в ходе опроса, проведенного 

республиканским Центром изучения общественного мнения во второй половине 

сентября. 

На сегодняшний день в Казахстане выбор сделали более половины избирателей, 

готовых принять участие в голосовании. Тем не менее почти треть граждан 

республики, имеющих право участвовать в выборах, до сих пор не определилась в 

своих предпочтениях. Именно за это «болото» и идет сегодня борьба.  

Отличительная особенность нынешней избирательной кампании в Казахстане 

заключается в том, что впервые в нижней палате парламента 10 мест будут 

распределены по партийным спискам. Это делается для того, чтобы повысить роль 

политических партий в жизни страны. Первый шаг на пути изменения политического 

ландшафта сделал президент страны Нурсултан Назарбаев. Положения об усилении 

роли представительных органов власти и политических объединений содержались в 

его послании к народу, озвученном в конце прошлого года. Следующим шагом, по 



версии официальной Астаны, должно стать расширение полномочий нижней палаты 

парламента. 

Главный рычаг влияния парламента на политику правительства в Казахстане – 

это принятие ежегодного бюджета. Проект главного финансового документа страны 

на 2000 год имеет мало шансов на то, что его утвердит нынешний состав парламента. 

Спикер мажилиса и один из лидеров партии «Отан» Марат Оспанов уже заявил, что 

такой бюджет неприемлем, так как в нем урезаны расходы на социальные нужды. 

Прежде всего речь идет о сокращении пособий инвалидам и пенсий.  
Известия. 1999. 9 октября.  

 
 


